PARTNER SEARCH





	Proposal Title

	Energy Saving Champions in SMEs

	Funding Call
	Competitiveness and Innovation Programme – Intelligent Energy Europe
http://ec.europa.eu/energy/intelligent/getting-funds/call-for-proposals/how-to-apply/index_en.htm 
Call deadline – 8th May 2013
Deadline for response to this partner search – end February 2013

	Project details
	The adoption of an Energy Management System (EMS) represents a significant opportunity for businesses of all sizes to better understand their energy usage and hence to develop and implement plans to reduce and refine use in order to reduce their carbon footprint and energy bills. The Carbon Trust estimates that most organisations can save up to 20% on their energy bills simply by better managing their energy usage. Larger organisations may have the capacity to take on the demands of a full-scale EMS and to work towards the international standard ISO 50001 which certifies their efforts. Many smaller organisations will lack the resources to adopt a full-scale solution such as this and, whilst they can benefit from the ambitions of the international standard, are unable to commit to its adoption and to their own certification.

This project aims to support SMEs in understanding their energy consumption and management. Whilst recognising the value of the ambitions of ISO 50001, the project aims to deliver a simplified approach to energy management (aligned to ISO 50001). The approach will engage SMEs through multiplier agencies (such as Chambers of Commerce or similar groups) and then provide training and additional support to ‘Energy Management Champions’ who will be empowered by their organisations and supported by project partners to deliver energy savings through the adoption of energy management principles. Savings will be monitored and organisations will work towards an Energy Management Charter which recognises the extent to which they have been able to reduce their energy consumption through these efforts.



	Lead 

Partner
	University Campus Suffolk,
Suffolk, UK

www.ucs.ac.uk 


	Which kind of partners are sought


	There are already partners in the UK including academic institutions and a Chamber of Commerce.
Partners are required in at least 4 eligible member states.

We are seeking institutions able to play an active role in the project through the engagement of SMEs and the delivery of training to individuals from SMEs. The call requires the engagement of ‘multiplier organisations’ (e.g. Chambers of Commerce, Trades Unions or similar) in each locality. In each participating locality it will be necessary to have a multiplier agency and a delivery/training organisation engaged (or a single organisation able to take on both roles).

Additionally, expressions of interest are also invited from organisations with experience of energy management systems, energy audits and evaluation.


	Who to contact for further information
	Dr Will Thomas
w.thomas@ucs.ac.uk
+44 1473 338631


	Organisations interested in participating should provide a description of their activities and fit with the project. The project is still in the development phase and partners are encouraged to bring relevant skills and experience to the shaping of the final project proposal.



